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on FILM

NEW YORK'S LOWER EASTSIDE GIRLS CLUB MURTURES
GENERATION OF YOUNG FEMALE FILMMAKERS

3 THE MNEXT

ilmmaken fow kn from all comans of the globe in April o walk
the red t 25 the Trbeca Pim Peszgival, H-ll;h;,rr.\hl;h::rip
|:quu'¢!phthuukmkm the I train — and parental permiszion.
This year, the 1 0-ménure documencary =Respect,” conceived and creased
|'rg-' msermbers of the Lower Easrade Girli Club of New Yok, leld iss ovni
agamst those with Br greater name recognition; ic's just one of many
media projecin emengieg fom the privase grass-roots organieation

Founded in 1996, the Gich Club (which isn'n affiliared with ohe
Boyy & Girls Clubs of America) was sct up o provide a specific
ue-"nn'ul'u". SLp | i ﬂL'IEh"‘h.'r!"hh-J H,.F!w_. sy of whoim bve st of
bachow the poverty lise. While other arcas of the organization address
lirerscy and lesdership bwues, one of the chab®s star programs imaolves
cigageng the garks with all spects of media

“When we formed the Girls Clab, it was all woluneer mosms,
aned e went with our strengtha and skalls ™ explans cxecutive direcior
Lyn Pentecost, 3 frmer inde pendent viden producer whao oversees the
dub's 12-person stall and a yearly budgee of neardy $1 million. “The
ks we deal wirth oo with some liceracy Im:h-lr:"n hat makes visal
litcracy such an opportunity for them ta have wocen.™

[ndiwvidimals, bocal elected aiFicials amd priulr bowimdarions |'n'm'-|.I:'
much of the fiunding for the Gards Clab — and those funds often guide
e I,'nlcl:s_ll:lh l:-':'.lrrrl.'ﬂlzrr the clighy rana 4 |n::u|[|ﬂ!.' lealf-lusar calde TV
show, scveral radio-based programs and offers classes in flm and TV
prodction, photography, diginal editing smd sound design. Tr even las

a celebrity spokeswoman in
Hosario Dawson, a former mes-
ident of the Lower East Side.

“I grew up when i was
much worse of o neighbortood
than i b maday,™ e Dowson,
whets has hoated programa with
the chals and hopes 1o each 3
class with the older girk, *You want vo give these lachkey Kids not fuan
a place 1o hang ot but get them engaged and imvolved and help them
start thinking abuwst college.™

"Then there is the Glm program. Funds are limited, bug the Girds Club
works oo comnect Hollywood's nexr generation of flmmakers with
mentors. One sucesssilal paifing includes Jeanifer Poe, a director who
wrote her first soreengplay ar 16, and Fuh ! |, an i.ﬂl'!ﬂ'l-ﬁ'ﬂ'ml
filmmaker. Ulnader Sergel®s eve, Poe cant her ﬁlr:?tﬁer and shot it at 18,
Her final budget! A mestly domted 51,000

“Wichowit {che Gials r||:|"|| T dioin's ko whae T l_‘b:r- P SaVE
“Whenever you have doubts or you need help with something, 1 juss
g v themy, and they give e sippoet amed love, Tt's pust Bke a Gamily
They give you the oppornity 1o get whasever vou peed done.™

= Ranced Dusn

[ For more information, visit swapirislnbonr ]

Sanksswnimsn Resars Dawson visis
Lower Eastshde Girls Club members.




