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Sﬂﬂﬂ FEET/Lower East Side

A Club for Hundreds of Girls

Finds a Permanent Home
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B Iuss, whan the Lower Essizile Girls
Clube ol Mew Vork was barely (w0 years
L O, ool ol e many unglensant SpACes
sl the stragpling wosprofic organkention
KCUpRd wak & batemend on Averap D, Bes
Coise sewage Mindusnily badked up afrar i
rained, gna girls semetimes had o condiec
U acLi v s um nabibe by,

And thid ledsahan-desicabibe sile was nol
i s AT G IR, U diee Girks O b
LAF dande shioes, arl suppdies, enrolliment

s — was pusted Arund 5 § gheopmp
[ = Pl

Fer gha Qirls Club — which provides af-
ter-sclunl. weekend and summer pragramn
o eeighborhosd pretoon amd teenage girls
— survival has binged on obisinisg afford.
slie real gatade, and (b6t has been sl bt
inpegitde. Just ge the Giels Clab wos fak.
ing alf, 30 were renl estate poices on the
Lower East Sade, Consequently, (e organi-
EALION'E Bagirnings were ot auapickous

The Girls Cluby was formed m 1986, 120
yenre alter the Boya' Chub of New Yark, by o
Eronp of neighborhood women wio lmant-
ed 1 Tt that their soma had a place 1o go
nfter achood for cparte and sther sotivities,
h:l-“'illl‘ daughicrs had no simiiar organiza-
]

Tha Eounded g, wha kicw ene anadhesr froim
& gromp called Choldres™s Llberogiom Dy
Care, haad we ey a0 money a their dis pogasl
Gatiing the Garls Clob off the ground was o
laksar ol loye Bnng nas Bes Gl i w16
bor ikan love ai the prganidabion has
bounced (rom place (o place sl over ihe
Lowwar East Swde of Monhatman, In all, the
Gir s Chuls Bas ol seven of (e slies in nins
years (e uding U beck sooen of & 39 el
seore, TREhD bBehind the underssar  wad
socks), and it has held program soivities,
from drumming o fencing wo phosogragphy,
af mfire tham 20 differest localons.

“When we lnunched ihe CGirks Clab, we Hal
& ‘rirtual ribbos cutting becnmse we hnd oo
place to cnll hormee,” exld Lyn Penlecos, the

PRISENT SITE m-!!uvt dHrechor. “We cal & ribbson on &n
At 56 First Street s

- o ¥ Sined i, iho 1des has bacome very am-
.r- left, beoween First biltous, madeed. From an all-volenieer stafl
Lo |2 and Second Ave working with approximarely 2 girls o s
£ 2 rikud, the Chrla odger of nearly 31 milsen Tor programs
Cluds beacas tha AEr g g Go 500 micks & year, e Garks Club
) growmd Meor &nd i3 oy i the maiddle of a §12 mulbion copotel
baernant of tha CHMPEIEE L0 build A6 own ISiT0E On AVE-
mig T betwess BEadl Sevanlli nisd Eighh

E niew fosr-alory Sivasty ot
buil ding. s i
4 sEone's hrow away
from whire program
Ieacters once (oo el
up sewage. The capi-
ol campasgn will get
i Mmaipsr DOOE Nkl
werekk frm Bdayar
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Michaed H, Eloome-
berg when he -
naesnoes whai 15 ex-
preciel Lo B fizabde
CONEI DU Irom
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The noew fociliies,
for which grousd &
expecied o be birokes by the apeing of 7008,

oy B HEXT TR arg 1o b baill on what sre now s contigu

‘rE n fmel b |:|-El lots pwmed By e eiry. 'Wish the Belp o

i e M IEINE Cily Cowncilwoman Margarita Lopez, the

Rluvue, are y Garls Club waa swarded condssonol emicral

E IJJ-'l-illl'!lbd asgaind a of 1he gibe, which if T-abapid and cowsrs

il i-:ihling ub Sewe mmare han 15080 squone feed, by the Mew

enih Streat and ‘l'ﬂjl.‘H Ecomsmic Dewilpment Corpbration

mn Jarmary W1

'::':;:Ei Pl::h Thcse lacilaues will condisl of & o=-3L0ry

i 3 L00M-gqunre-tool cosmmuanity center on Eosi

"""Iu"'ﬂ 16 af its Bighah Serees; n lour-glary Euiiling ed Ave-

lede, and the four- mie D that will be leased o e Federstion

slory bl.:".d'in[ at of Enar Village Anisiz a nonprafit greop

i Lhe righi is io be 1nal will provide work space [ar arteia; asd

leased bo artisis. e mi&in Girls Club hoiblling on Basi Sew-

3 anth Seeedd, alll conmectied by a coariyard
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The five-story Glrls Cliul will have 5 canme-
IMeRED ERlfTen, 3 cObp, B RCFRRNETE Mdm
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SQUARE FEET/Lower East Side
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Amat widl ket TE, 8 gaflery sphca,
nrii diglies, B CAreeT CENier, &
technology room, o two-siory B-
Brary wni o schemnce and environ-
mental cester = &l topped off
with a reed gorden.

Whnat the Balldings willl ned bo
are cinder-block eyesores of the
anrl 1t 5o ofcen house Commmis
nity centers in low-income oreaa,

SWELLT THBGS borhood Metwork, thai il

: girts use 1o Bildm, edit and

|Ifl TMIE::::: priduce Chr eom public s
: e show called Girl TV

Lrirla Chubs, frem “1 eall this our practce

leht, Eres Santia- building,™ Ms Peniecost

g, Dhesting Poe- eald  Llke thedr ocurreml

gron and Tamara
Oliveras prepaso

home, e bulblmgs o e
erecied oo Avenss D owill

10 Fake cup- fealure cléon modern archa
Ms Fentctoat and the Girta Club 0 as Milndys tecture, usé a good doal ol
board members belive inthe in- . I recyclod amd lecally pro-
ephrational power of good archi- Rurey, ink dueed magerisl, and employ
teciure, o 10 that end have re.  IMARAZAF, environmentally  lriendiy
licd on b gaserosity of the ar- bk 3,

cniiect Craig Towmpn of

Culsagecrge, Tooman & Ablen and the devel
ajwer Frie Anderson of Urhas Green Egiud
ties. Bath have, entll very recently, warked
alimosl eribrely pro borsd, not just on the -

o D sie, but also on DwWo Dreviols anes
inad fall cheamgh

In fagt, the dpace that the Girls Cleb cur-
ity ealls Bome, 5§ Firel Stresl, betwesn
Firs and Second Awenuss, (5 8 new four-
shory banbding that was deaigned by Br, Too-
man Asd it iz Mre Andortsn’'s resldence.
(Tl twi et as undergraduntes s Colueme-
bia Universiiy.}

Thee Girla Clsb leases tbhe ground floor and
basemsenl inom M, Asderson of bebow- mar-
kel FMes — 5000 & month for abcut 3000
sduane feet A1 §20 a sgeare ol annanily,
thas i3 considerably less thon new constroc-
tion oomld comumdand uh the ares.

Mot oy &5 the current space alfordable
bor the Girls Club, it's dosmright fabulogs,
The alkglass fraol lets sonlight ot Swest
Thaugs, & gablery asd cafe that sells baked
ponls mace by gl In back are the Girls
Chalf cehices, and downstales are compuiers

Al belevision penlards Spipeenl, mar-
P Rl T E e e ]
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healing and cooling Sysiems.

T Garls Chub 2 hoagang the
new Tacllifies will Be designaied the flra
vppEai® poiilh celer i the cweniry by ilse
Uhniged Stages Grecn Building Council, &
Washingronbnsed psLociodnbn  Thil -
inoted ecielviend |y bailding technalogy,

“as A fermm, we Eey A0 Be jinvolved in Soenes
sort ol architecturs of conacieabs,™ Mr. T
man Sasd, "Wa 30 & lor of work lor wealihy
indiwidanls who dos's need what the Girls
Club meeda, And chat ollows us Lo do Seme
ot Bend work,” Mr. Tooman estimaied thai
thie flren B dimped $200 000 war i of wark
ower the years tothe Girls Clkb

Thee beavey lifiing of ralsing millions of dol
bars Tor & new hosmed has nal been casy, ML
Panpcodat said, partculnrly wiwen Lhe Girls
Club has o rase basic opersing unds al
the same time Dut she believes dbe lam of
the Girls Club depends o securing 518 own
real cstake.

=" bEEN i S0mmUanily arcs And (e pi-
prolil woeld my entiee lafe.” Bs, Pentecost
said. “Progroms come and go. Bul buildisg:
ure ke diamonds. I°s ibe only wsy o e
comie & permanes ficture im ihe nedgihaes
hised. ™ Al disimesln oee, aflee all, o girl's



