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56 East 1st Street, New York, NY 10003  (t) 212.982.1633 (w) www.girlsclub.org
LOWER EASTSIDE GIRLS CLUB 

CAPITAL PROJECT NAMING OPPORTUNITIES 

ABOUT THE LOWER EASTSIDE GIRLS CLUB 

The Lower Eastside Girls Club provides a place where girls and young women 8-23 can grow, learn, have fun, and develop confidence in themselves and their ability to make a difference in the world. By delivering strong arts, literacy, science, health and leadership programs we provide girls with the vision to plan – and the tools to build – their future. All Girls Club programs develop environmental, entrepreneurial and ethical leadership in the girls we serve. www.girlsclub.org

CENTER FOR COMMUNITY

The Girls Club is in the final stages of a $20 million capital campaign to build New York City’s first and only Girls Club facility- a LEED Gold state of the art ‘green’ building that will serve hundreds of economically disadvantaged girls and their families. The new Girls Club Center for Community will open in 2012.

The capital project presents a unique opportunity for you to champion the lives of girls, their families, and the community by sponsoring portions of a technologically “smart,” and environmentally “green” Center for Community. 
Naming opportunities honor or pay tribute to families, businesses, or foundations.         By choosing to partner with us on this landmark endeavor on Avenue D between 7th and 8th Streets in Manhattan, you help lead the way to delivering a national model of innovative, far-reaching programs and community-building services. 

THE CENTER FOR COMMUNITY
The lead naming opportunity is the Avenue D center itself, which will become a national model of a contemporary center for community by bringing effective youth development practices and a broad range of neighborhood services under one roof. The facility will be an environmentally-sound building officially certified by the US Green Building Council. 

PLANETARIUM 
The Girls Club facility will contain the downtown area’s only 30 foot full-dome digital planetarium. The planetarium will be employed to show astronomy and science programs to students during the school day, but after school and evening activities will include dome production classes, live performances, and community oriented programs. 
SCREENING ROOM w/ ATRIUM
Film education and media literacy are key components of Girls Club programming. Few endeavors better foster self-exploration and increased awareness. To this end, the Girls Club will also have a state-of-the art screening room, which will fill an important Club and community need. The room, also serving as an auditorium, will host school groups, film festivals, and general public film screenings and audio/visual events. 

ART + COMMUNITY GALLERY 
Well-equipped for a wide range of art exhibitions, the LESGC Gallery will be operated by our teen curatorial training team and arts education staff. The Gallery  doubles as the main entrance for participants and the general public,.  It is open to a range of public exhibitions and events, and will be a generously-sized public space on the ground floor of the 8th street entrance. 
SWEET THINGS COMMUNITY CAFÈ • NAMED
For a decade, girls-operated Sweet Things has not only offered fresh baked sweets to the community, it has underscored the Club’s experiential learning model of education by training members in business acumen, the culinary arts, and life skills. Now, the greatly expanded café will become “the” after-school meeting place where members can stop in for a healthy snack from the café’s full menu before heading off to programs. The café will be open to the public and continue as a teen job-training program. 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 
The Technology / IT Center will form the epicenter of all technology-related programming and equipment. The Center’s two rooms will host computer stations with wireless Internet access, digital photography and film editing equipment, plus sound and music stations. Classes and workshops will train members to become tech savvy and be the site of girl-produced programs, such as “Girl TV: The View from Loisaida” and “Girls Club Worldwide” Weblog. 

“FIT FOR LIFE” MULTIPURPOSE WELLNESS CENTER 
Health promotion ranks as a key success strategy for Girls Club members and their families, and enjoying a fun roster of physical activities in a state-of-the-art Wellness Center will play a pivotal role. From dance and drumming to sports and yoga, the Wellness Center will offer an exciting range of physical activities as well as prevention and nutritional advice. The Wellness Center will be the largest gathering space in the new facility and will be made available, through a modest rental fee, for community events and partner classes. 
LESGC CENTER FOR COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
A quiet double-story space flooded with natural light, the Library will create the perfect supportive atmosphere for after-school tutoring, books clubs, and activities requiring research, reading, and writing. All the necessary tools, from complete reference materials to cozy furniture to ample purpose-designed lighting, will make the Library a highly functioning, inviting space. The library will host a unique archive of Lower East Side and Women’s History photographs, books and research materials.

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CENTER • NAMED


The Environmental Education Center opens the world of nature and biological sciences to Club members and the community. A variety of programming, from field trips to workshops on sustainable architectural design, will play a role in this laboratory of living sciences. 
“GREEN” ROOF 
A central element of the center is its two green roofs, which replace traditional roofing with a lightweight, living system of soil, compost, and plants. This outdoor classroom provides students who have little access to safe outdoor space the opportunity to interact with the natural world freely. The vision is to create a safe, inspiring and beautiful education space.
ENTREPRENEURIAL TRAINING KITCHEN • NAMED
Fully equipped and commercial grade, the training kitchen will allow neighborhood residents to take advantage of the economic opportunities in the city’s burgeoning culinary and hospitality industries. The kitchen will also house our entrepreneurial and nutritional training programs for girls, serve the Sweet Things Community Café, and produce all healthy snacks and meals for Girls Club members and their families. 

FOUNTAIN OF THE FUTURE • NAMED
Attention all art lovers: embrace your opportunity to sponsor this unique artistic masterpiece designed by Lower East Side artist and national icon Kiki Smith.  

GIRLS’ LEADERSHIP CENTER • NAMED
The Leadership Center will offer a host of resources and programs all aimed at building meaningful and productive lives for girls and their family members. Among the services planned are: career and academic counseling, small business planning, individualized and family counseling and leadership workshops. 

EDUCATION AND PLANNING WING 
The heartbeat of the Girls Club is its effectively designed programming. Here, in this wing dedicated to curriculum development and planning, youth development professionals will ensure a wide, ever-changing, and age-appropriate menu of activities and workshops are available to members. 
COMMUNITY FARMERS MARKET 
The LESGC Center for Community indoor Farmers Market provides a central location for regional farmers to bring their freshly-harvested fruit and vegetables, and for neighborhood residents to join in a community CSA. The market is assisted by Club members who perform community outreach and offer nutrition education. 
ART STUDIO 
A large light-filled workspace for materials arts, painting and drawing classes.

BOOK ARTS / PRINTING PRESS STUDIO 
For book arts and printing press classes.

COURTYARD GARDEN 
An oasis in the bustle of urban life, the Courtyard Garden will provide much-needed outdoor space for girls to have small meetings, read, and relax. It will feature a “living wall” of flower beddings, café tables, and a central, site-specific fountain created by Lower East Side artist Kiki Smith, one of the most influential contemporary visual artists in America. 

FAIR TRADE GIFT SHOP AND BOOKSTORE 
Artistic results from the Club’s “Girl Made” arts and crafts workshops, as well as Club publications, will be on display and for sale in this shop open to the public. The shop and bookstore will also feature crafts and reading materials from social venture projects around the world that are associated with LESGC. 
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP OFFICES 

To help support sister clubs in Nepal, Mexico, Hudson and New Orleans.

“GIRLS ON AIR” RADIO BOOTH • NAMED
Both the community’s local FM station and “Girls on Air” podcastings will be housed in a well-equipped media booth, visible from Sweet Things Community Café and operated by Club members in our “Tech Girls” technology training programs. 
CAPITALIZATION GIFTS:

“GREEN” HEATING AND COOLING SYSTEM 
3 YEAR GENERAL OPERATIONS SUPPORT BY PROGRAM

STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR SCALE UP AND TRANSITION
Other naming opportunities and program endowment opportunities are available. Please contact Adriana Newman at Adriana@girlsclub.org or 212-928-1633 x 107 for more information.
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